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hcnsivc, passing from theology to a definition of the
soul, through methods of worship to the worshipper,
touching on pagan philosophy, emphasising the
authority of the scriptures and analysing the au-
thenticity of miracles. He then proceeds from
antediluvian Religion through Jewish and Mosaie
law to the formation of sects, and takes the char-
acteristics of each century separately, denouncing
tin: corruption of the Church of Rome and ending
on a note of hope that Christianity will be restored to
its primitive purity. It is not a very interesting
disquisition to read to-day, but in its straight-
forward and often indignant argument it would have
hud its effect if it had been published in the years
when it was compiled.
Evelyn was not one of those who separated his
religion from his life. His constant activity and the
very multiplicity of his pursuits is a proof of his
disciplined intention to avoid the snare of idleness
which so easily entraps the unwary.
Taking into account the habits of the day, which
allowed him to express satisfaction when he saw the
remains of the traitors who had been hanged, drawn
and quartered, and, although it was not much to his
credit that he dined with the notorious judge
Jeffreys and seemed pleased because the judge, who
has been described as the wickedest man in English
history., used him "with great respect/5 Evelyn was
essentially a humane man. He deplored cruelty to
man or beast. Cock-fighting, dog-fighting, bear- and
bull-baiting he describes as butchery sports, bar-
no